
Hurworth Parish Council

Minutes

of the Meeting held on Thursday, 1st December 2011 in the Hadwin Lounge,
Hurworth Grange, Hurworth on Tees.

306. Those attending:-

Ken Pattison (Chairman), Jean Peacock, Peter Foster, Val Hughes,
 Norma Kyle. Tony Needham, Jeff Kemp; John Howard, Gill Hepplewhite, 
Jill Russell, Ian Holme. Chris Pratt,

also in attendance: - Joe Kelley (DBC Councillor),  Peter Allan - Clerk

307.  Apologies for absence:-   
 
None

308.  Declarations of Interest:-  

None declared.

309.   Minutes of the Meeting dated 3rd November 2011.

The minutes, having been pre-circulated, were agreed, and signed by the Chairman after confirmation by the 
council. Proposed by Peter Foster and seconded by Val Hughes.

310  Matters Arising

1. Insurance Review: this is ongoing, and should be finalised by the year end.  Action Chair 
and Clerk

2. Salt bins – On today’s agenda.

311.  Public Participation

Nobody from the public raised any matters.

312. Accounts for Payment

Sue Webster November salary           £410.15
H.C.A. Photocopying       £6.60
Gill Hepplewhite Meeting Exs                £41.00
Johnson DIY Erecting signs   £70.00
County Durham Assoc
          of Local councils Training £135.00

TCS CAD Printer cartridge                £57.60
P. D. Allan October & November Exs £112.85
A.C Metals Skip hire –Strait Lane allotmts                 £156.00
Andy McQuade Petrol for allotments   £20.00



DD. Barclays bank Charges   £4.60
Direct Debit     Talk Talk   £9.64
Direct Debit     Talk Talk  £17.40

313. Financial report

In accordance with the council’s practice, the financial accounts had already been distributed, showing the 
financial position as at 30th November 2011.

As the meeting of the Finance Committee is to take place immediately after the close of this meeting, and it  
was agreed that the Financial Report will be incorporated into the Finance Meeting.

314. Correspondence, matters of interest

a. Church Clock – we have received an invoice for the annual maintenance of All Saints Church clock. 
The council agreed that the PC will continue to pay this account, as it was agreed in 1999.

b. Letter from Scouts (Request for donation)  – deferred to next meeting
c. Letter from HCA (Request for donation)    – deferred to next meeting
d. Letter from Friends of Rockliffe Court  (Request for donation)   – deferred to next meeting
e. DBC Grant announcement – Announcement that parish councils will receive the DBC grant for 

2012-13, but it is very unlikely that it will continue thereafter. Hence councils should factor this into 
their Precept calculations.

f. DBC Legal Department, reference allotment change of rules. The legal team have confirmed that  
HPC have followed the correct procedure, and that the revised rules and regulations are legally 
acceptable.

315 . Allotment Report – Val Hughes

a. The new rules and regulations have been circulated to all allotment holders, and only one person 
has formally commented.

DBC has confirmed the legality of modifying the rules, and the following proposal was tabled by Ian 
Holme, and seconded by Jean Peacock, to formally adopt the new rules.

‘This set of rules is formally adopted by the Parish Council, as at today’s date, 1st December 2011’.

The motion was carried unanimously.

The chairman requested that we send a copy of the revised rules to the National Association of 
Allotment Holders, for their further endorsement.

The meeting thanked Val Hughes and Norma Kyle for their work in bringing about these changes, 
which are well overdue.

b. It was agreed that the PC purchase a second hand shed (8ft by 6ft) from Mr McQuade, and it will be 
located on the allotment site of Tony Needham. Tony Needham will arrange the transportation and 
re-installation.
c. The Chairman and Val Hughes attended a seminar in Long Newton. This proved useful and 
will help our Allotment working Group in future dealings with allotment holders.
d. The Big Lottery have informed the PC that they wish to make a visit and talk to allotment 
holders in April 2012, to measure the benefit their grant brought to the beneficiaries.



e. Seven people have given notice that they are relinquishing their allotments at the end of the 
year. There are currently eleven on the Waiting List for Strait Lane and three for the Grange 
allotments.

316  Training 

Four councillors and the Clerk attended the 3C’s training course at Norton, conducted by County Durham 
and Cleveland Country Training Board. The following passage is the report and observations of the 
attendees.

Training For Parish Councillors by Durham and Cleveland County Training Partnership,  held at Norton 
Training Centre 7th Nov 2011
 
Report by Jeff Kemp from the view point of a new Councilor.
 
The Course was for Councillors, Chairmen and Clerks.
 
We were split into appropriate groups as above. The interrelationship between each group and our general 
duties/ responsibilities were discussed over three sessions headed as below.
 
                                           1) Powers and Duties of Councillors.
 
                                           2) Management and Meetings.
 
                                           3) Councillors and their community.
 
1)The general powers and duties were discussed through a Question and answer session.The ability to carry 
out  these  with help from the Parish Clerk and  statutory provisions were reviewed.
 
2) How a Councillors should contribute  through agenda, meeting and minutes to ensure that the councillors 
objectives are met.
 
3) How to assess if you and your council are active and affective.
 
 
As a new councillor I found the  sessions useful covering subjects I had very little knowledge of.
 
However I do feel the course was very rushed and did not have the time to effectively cover the subject 
matter. Also I feel that any one of the above headings would  probably be sufficient for a day.

Training for the Parish Clerk

There were three separate sessions, with only Parish clerks attending, each session lasted two hours.

Session 1 covered Agendas and Minutes, with emphasis on the legal and best practice legislation relating to 
the various type of meetings. This included the normal PC meetings, the Annual Assembly, the AGM and 
any other sub committee or working group meetings.

We appear to be conducting our meetings correctly, although the heading of ‘Any Other Business’ is 
strongly discouraged. No decisions can be taken under AOB, and topics which involve finance must not be 
discussed.



The content was useful, as it directly answers several questions embraced in the CCLCA examination.

 Session 2  was all about the Year End, Annual Return, and the role of the Internal and External Auditors. 
This was interesting, as we got the opportunity to ask questions which directly affected the returns and 
procedures we must follow. In particular it clarified the positioning of our ‘Procedures’ in conjunction with 
the NALC Standing Orders.

We received advice on how to answer some of the External Audit questions, particularly regarding 
‘variances’ and Risk Reporting.

Session 3 was entitled ‘Risk Management’; however the presenter appeared unprepared and made no 
presentation or imparted any set guidelines.
The session was conducted as a question and answer dialogue, and was largely a waste of time.

It was interesting to network with other Clerks; some were in full time employment with large councils,  
while others were smaller than Hurworth.

Training for Chairmen

Our chairman attended but thought that the sessions were totally inadequate for the content and complexity 
of the topics. The lecturer pre-empted the session by stating that each of the three sessions should take at 
least a full day, but they would be limited to two hours. The sessions proved to be largely a distribution of 
paper notes, with little time for exploration or discussion.

One session did have a role-playing section, with attendees playing the role of Chairman, Councillor, irate 
resident in public participation, and Parish Clerk. This was the highlight of the day.

The chairman presented the attendees with their Certificate of Attendance. Ken Pattison, Jeff Kemp, Tony 
Needham, Val Hughes and Peter Allan (Clerk).

The Chairman asked the Clerk to write and thank Steve Ragg for making the arrangements. Action Clerk

317 . PACT Report

Ian Holme, who attended the November PACT Meeting, reported as follows:-
 
Hurworth Crime figures, 26th October-30 Novemeber 2011
 
8 Crimes Total
0 Burglary
1 Burglary other (theft of horse tack from stables)
1 Vehicle crime (stone thrown at car on A167)
1 Theft (lead from roof of Rockliffe surgery- may have taken place some weeks before)
2 ASB0  - 1 graphite at Comet
                 1 Dogs let loose on Friars Pardon
2 Thefts from motor vehicles - 1 tax disc
                                               1 catalytic converter- 2 arrested
1 Violent crime -  2 arrested
 
There was one Speedwatch, 85 cars checked, 6 were speeding
After some debate, Speedwatch will continue over the winter months. dependant upon weather etc at the 
discretion of PCSO John Angus.
  
There will be no PACT meeting December due to Christmas Holiday



 
Next meeting Thursday 26th January at Middleton St George, 6.30pm (following meetings will then be split 
between the Parishes, dependant upon completion of the bridge works at Neasham)

318.  Highways

Tony Needham reported as follows:-

a. Resurfacing in Grange estate, part of Friars Pardon, parts of the Green and The Chase have all been 
completed.

b. Peter Foster raised the question about the work done at the Spar corner, where it appears that a 
section has been left unrepaired. The conclusion is that a vehicle must have ben parked there at the 
time, and DBC could not do this section. Tony Needham offered to look into this.

c. The salt bins should be installed within the next two weeks. Tony Needham is meeting Steve 
Brannan on 2nd December, on site, to finalise the locations.

d. Jean Peacock thanked Tony Needham for his intervention and getting the pavement in Belgrade 
Terrace repaired.

e. Gill Hepplewhite thanked Tony Needham for arranging for work to be done in Westfield Drive.

319. Trees 

John Howard stated there was nothing to report, and hoped there would be progress with the Big Tree Plant 
grant application.

320  Big Tree Plant

The Chairman stated that Norma Kyle and himself will be addressing the grant application in January 2012, 
and that there is no hurry to lodge the application.

321. Planning Applications

Jeff Kemp had already circulated his report for November application, as follows:-

• Planning Application Ref No. 11/600684/FUL
        Erection of Gatehouse and Estate Entrance Gates

                   High Linhams, Bridge Road Darlington DL3 8TJ

 
A very Luxurious Property for an Est ate Man ager (three bed )
 
                    Suggest No Comment

 
• Planning Application Ref No. 11/00616/FUL

  Green Cottage Snipe Lane DL2 1QB
                    Alterations to the property and a brickwork skin to remaining original walls
                    ( the cottage on the right of A66 just before the railway bridge going from the  
Stadium)



 
This is a significant enl argement of the property an d a complete change of appearance
Their will be column supported entrances on two elevation s.
However this will be an improvement on the existing appearance
 
                      Suggest no Comment

 
• Planning Application Ref No. 11/00735/LBC

  Listed Building consent for installation 16 solar Panels to the rear
                    31, The Green Hurworth Darlington DL2 2AA

 
They will not be on view from the green

 
                      Suggest No Comment

 
• Planning Application Ref No. 11/00750/FUL

 
                    Rockliffe Hall Hotel
                    Hurworth Place Darlington DL2 2DU

 
Erection of first floor laun dry exten sion

 
                     Suggest No Comment

 
• Ref 11/00768/FUL 

 Erection of con servatory at 31 Hurworth Road.

        Suggest No Comment

The meeting debated the potential problem of the growing number of gypsies being granted planning 
applications in Hurworth Parish.

Following a proposal by Jill Russell, seconded by Chris Pratt, which was carried, it was agreed that the 
Clerk should raise an objection on the size of the area being requested in Snipe Lane, Application No. 
xxxxxxxxx

It was further agreed that the Clerk will arrange a meeting with David Coates, Head of DBC Planning 
Department, and that Jeff Kemp and at least one other PC member will attend. Action the Clerk



322. Village Hall report

Jean Peacock reported as follows:-

She had attended the AGM of the Village Hall on 4th November. The Constitution was modified to remove 
two representatives of organisations who no longer attended, and replace them with two ordinarily elected 
committee members.

Hugh and Brenda Jackson have both resigned, after many years of dedicated work on the Committee. 

A new committee has been formed, with John Gent continuing as Chairman, Leslie Millgate has been 
elected as the new secretary, and Barbara Lawrence continues as Treasurer.

323. AOB 

a. Gill Hepplewhite stated that DBC are seeking to alter the parish boundary, and parts of Skerne Park 
will be removed from Hurworth Parish.

Cllr Joe Kelley confirmed this position, and after a short discussion, the council has no 
objection to the proposed boundary changes.

b. Jeff Kemp has requested an Ordnance Survey Map of the parish, Tony Needham would also like one. 
Ken Pattison agreed to prepare these. Action Ken Pattison.

c. Val Hughes asked when the next newsletter will be prepared. Ken Pattison asked for articles or ideas 
to sent to him prior to Christmas to permit submission to the printers early Jan and printed by mid 
Jan, please.

d. Chris Pratt asked for an up-dated Electoral Roll, particularly with the proposed boundary changes. 
Action Clerk to obtain one.

Meeting ended at 8:00 pm.

Date of next meeting Thursday 5th January 2012 at 7:00pm


